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When immigrants arrived at Ellis Island,
they faced the dreaded medical inspec-
tion. Those judged to be in poor health
had to stay on Ellis Island until they
were well. Those who never improved
were sent home.
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send for his family. In his first letter home, Mary sensed “an elation [joy],
.. My father was inspired by a vision. He saw some-

enough money 0

a hint of triumph..
thing—he promised us something. It was this ‘America.””

When Antin sent a steamship ticket for his family to join him, the
people in Mary’s village gathered, filled with longing. “They wanted to
handle the ticket,” Mary remembered, “and mother must read them what
is written on it.”
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